Sample of a literary analysis/argument essay body paragraph:

In Ransom Rigg’s novel, Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children, the author uses sensory details to convey a frightening mood as Jacob is introduced to the abandoned house that holds the secrets and answers to the questions he has about his grandfather.  When Jacob first sees the house, it appears menacing and dangerous:  “What stood before me now was no refuge from monsters but a monster itself, staring down from its perch on the hill with vacant hunger” (83).  The structure is described as a beast; the author personifies the house as having a desire to devour unlucky passersby.  The author continues this imagery when he describes the opening Jacob first uses to enter the crumbling building:  “Then I came around back and saw my opportunity: a doorless doorway, bearded with vines, gaping and black; an open mouth just waiting to swallow me” (84).  The dark vines and the “open mouth” are effective visual details that paint a vivid picture in the reader’s mind.  The reader is gripped with fear for Jacob’s safety and is anxious to read on as he courageously walks through the doorway.
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